UCTfrM' 


LIBRARY 


Stone  Urban  District  Council 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

DEPUTY  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

CLIFFORD  ARTHUR 

B.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1951 


STONE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Stone  Urban  District  Council* 


Mr*  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  herewith  my  Annual  Report 
for  1951. 

I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  Dr#  R*  G*  Murray 
who  was  Medical  officer  for  the  District  during  the 
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A.  GENERAL  STATISTICS  OP  THE  AREA* 

Area  (in  acres)  *••••••#•••*•»  1,605 

Population  (General  Register  Office).  *  •  •  8,278 

Number  of  inhabited  houses*  •*••••••  2,505 

Rateable  Value  •••••••••••*•  *£42,727 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  *•••••  £171 

INDUSTRIES. 


Boot  and  Shoe  Factory  Pottery  Factory 

Breweries  Tile  Factory 

Glass  Works  Farms* 
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B.  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


General  practice  and  Domiciliary  Nursing# 

Stone  is  excellently  served  by  five  general 
medical  practitioners,  two  District  Nurse-Midwives 
and  one  Midwife  in  private  practice* 

Hospital  Services* 

A  full  range  of  hospital  services  is  available 
at  Stafford  and  Stoke-on-Trent#  Gases  of 
infectious  diseases  may  be  admitted  to  Moxley 
Isolation  Hospital,  near  Wednesbury,  or  at  Bucknall 
Isolation  Hospital,  Stoke-on-Trent.  Facilities  for 
convalescence  are  available  at  Yarnfield 
Convalescent  Home# 

Trent  Hospital  is  available  for  chronic  cases# 

School  Clinics  and  Infant  Welfare  Centres# 


These  services  are  run  by  the  County  Council# 

The  School  Clinic  is  held  at  St#  Michael’s  Hall 
every  Thursday  morning# 

Two  Infant  Welfare  Centres  are  held  within  the 
Urban  District,  one  at  Walton  Community  Centre  every 
Wednesday  afternoon,  and  one  at  St*  Michael’s  Hall 
every  Thursday  afternoon# 

A  school  Dental  Clinic  is  situated  at  the 
Kitchener  Institute# 

Ambulance  Service* 

The  ambulance  service  from  the  Stone  Ambulance 
Station  is  now  operated  from  8  a*m#  to  5  P»m#  on 
Mondays  to  Fridays,  and  from  3  a.m,  to  12  noon  on 
Saturdays*  If  required  at  other  times  ambulances 
are  called  from  Stafford# 

Tuberculosis  Service* 

The  tuberculosis  dispensary  at  the  Town  Hall, 
Stone  has  remained  closed  since  September,  1950# 
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Tuberculosis  Service  (Continued) 

Negotiations  with  the  Stafford  Hospital 
Manage  ment  Committee  to  re-open  the  clinic  are 
continuing,  but  meanwhile,  patients  residing  in 
Stone  must  still  travel  to  Mill  Bank  Dispensary, 
Stafford. 


Laboratory  Service. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Stafford 
is  made  available  to  this  Authority,  and  during  the 
year  has  proved  to  be  an  indispensable  service. 

Mortuary. 

The  mortuary  at  Trent  Hospital  is  available 
v/hen  required. 


Health  Visiting. 

The  County  Council  employ  a  full  time  Health 
Visitor  for  work  in  the  Stone  Urban  District. 


C.  GENERAL  HEALTH  IN  THE  AREA. 

In  view  of  the  small  population  of  the  District 
I  would  again  point  out  that  the  statistics  shown  in 
the  following  tables  should  not  be  taken  too 
literally  in  order  to  assess  the  standard  of  health 
in  Stone  for  any  one  year,  and  can  only  be  fairly 
compared  with  national  statistics  over  a  period  of 
years. 

The  health  of  this  community  has  continued  to  be 
good  during  1951*  The  death  rate  shov/s  a  decrease 
on  the  previous  year  being  10.18  per  thousand  as 
against  12.46  per  thousand  for  1950  and  12.5  for  the 
whole  of  the  country  for  this  year. 

There  we re  again  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes 
and  only  one  still  birth  during  1951* 
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The  death  rate  for  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
per  thousand  live  births  continues  to  be  high  and  has, 
in  fact,  increased  from  43# 5  per  thousand  live  births 
last  year  to  50  per  thousand  live  births  this  year  as 
against  29*8  and  29*6  during  the  same  periods  for  the 
whole  of  the  country* 

There  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  live  births 
this  year  -  12o  compared  with  138  for  the  previous 
year* 


Infectious  Diseases* 

I  am  pleased  to  report  a  considerable  decrease 
in  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  during  this 
year*  Last  year  -  principally  on  account  of  an 
exceptional  outbreak  of  measles  in  mid-summer  -  137 
cases  of  infectious  disease  with  four  deaths  v/ere 
reported*  This  year  notifications  have  decreased 
to  59  cases  with  two  deaths* 

Tuberculosis* 


The  improvement  regarding  tuberculosis  during 
1949  has  continued  during  the  year  under  review* 
There  v/ere  three  new  cases  notified  compared  with 
six  for  1950  and  sixteen  for  1949*  Deaths  from  the 
disease  also  show  a  decrease  on  previous  years  -  two 
during  this  year,  four  during  1950  and  three  during 
1949. 


Sixty-six  names  remain  on  the  Tuberculosis 
Register  at  the  end  of  the  year* 

Measles* 


Fortunately  there  has  not  b een  a  repetition  of 
the  measles  epidemic  which  occurred  during  1930* 
This  year  only  twenty  cases  were  notified  compared 
with  111  last  year*  The  decrease  is  probably  due 
to  the  increased  immunity  conferred  on  the  child 
population  during  last  yearh  outbreak* 
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Scarlet  Fever# 


Notifications  of  this  disease  decreased  from 
eight  daring  1950  to  two  this  year* 

Other  Infectious  Diseases* 

There  were  no  recorded  cases  of  diphtheria, 
poliomyelitis  or  enteric  diseases,  but  whooping 
cough  showed  a  slight  increase,  being  seven  for 
this  year  and  four  for  1950* 

Food  Poisoning* 

During  the  year  one  isolated  case  of  food 
poisoning  in  a  three  month  old  baby  was  notified* 
Investigation  and  the  examination  of  suspected  food 
failed  to  reveal  the  causative  agent. 

An  outbreak  of  dysentery  at  Stafford  Nursery 
School  resulted  in  the  infection  of  a  member  of  the 
staff  residing  in  Stone*  Faeces  samples  taken 
from  the  infected  person  at  a  later  date  were 
examined  and  reported  as  negative* 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948* 

No  action  was  taken  during  1950  under  Section 
47  of  this  Act. 
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C#  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


These  statistics  give  particulars  of  the  births 
and  deaths  in  the  district,  and  show  various  ’rates’, 
which  are  compared,  where  possible,  with  those  for 
England  and  Wales#  A  complete  list  of  the  causes  of 
death  will  be  found  in  Table  7  at  the  end  of  the 
report# 


Table  No#  1# 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Live  Births  Still  Births  Deaths  of  in 


fants  under  1 
year  of  age# 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female# 

50 

63 

- 

- 

4 

2 

3 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

53 

67 

1 

- 

4 

2 

8 


Table  No.  2 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Pauses. 

Deaths  in  Rate  per  1,000 
Stone  U.D  Live  and  Still 

Births 


Stone 

U.D. 

England 
&  Wales 

Sepsis  of  pregnancy. 
Childbirth  and  the 
puerperium 

0.00 

0.00 

0.10 

Abortion  with  Toxaemia 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Other  Toxaemias  of 
pregnancy  and  the 
puerperium 

0.00 

0.00 

0.24 

Haemorrhage  of  pregnancy 
and  childbirth 

0.00 

0.00 

0. 13 

Abortion  with  sepsis 

0.00 

0.00 

0.09 

Abortion  without  mention 
of  sepsis  or  toxaemia 

0.00 

0.00 

0.05 

Other  complication  of 
pregnancy,  childbirth 
and  the  puerperium 

0.00 

0.00 

0.18 

Table  No.  3 

Births  and  Death  Rate. 

Stone 

U.D, 

England 
&  Wales. 

Live  births  per  1*000  population 

Corrected 

14.49 
13.  91 

13*5 

Still  births  per  1,000  population 

Corrected 

0.12 

0.11 

0.36 

Crude  Death  rate  per  1,000 

population 

Corrected 

10.39 
10. 18 

12.3 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under 
year  per  1,000  live  births 

1 

50.00 

29.6 
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Infectious  Diseases 


Table  No#  5# 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1951# 

Age  New  Cases  Deaths 

Periods  Pulmonary  N on-Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non- 

Pulmonary 

Id*  F#  M#  P  M*  P.  M#  P 

0-4 

5-9  1 

10-19  2 

20-34  1 

35  -  49 


50+ 


1 


2  1  -  -  1 


1 


Death  Rate  for  Tuberculosis  -  Stone  U#D#*  0#24; 
England  and  Wales  0*31  per  1#000 


Table  No#  6 

Number  of  Cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  for  the 
District  at  the  end  of  the  last  three  years# 


Year 

Pulmonary 
Male  Female 

Non- 

Male 

Pulmonary 

Female 

Total 

1949 

20 

20 

10 

15 

65 

1950 

19 

22 

9 

15 

65 

1951 

20 

23 

8 

15 

66 

11 


H  CM  h-co  CTv  O  H  CM  LC*MO  1^-00  C^OHcJr^JlA  MO  f^oo  OM  O  H  CM  N^-dptnvO 

HHHHHHHHHHCMCMCMCMCMCM  CM  CM  CM  CM  NV^M'OfOKSl^f'O 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH 
In  Stone  Urban  District  in  1951 


Table  No* 


Classified  according  to  the  Registrar  General* s 

Short  List  of  Causes* 


M*  P* 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Sylphilitic  Diseases 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningo-coccal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lungs,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uto.rus 
Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasias 
Leukaemia  and  Aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronoary  disease,  angina 

Hyperstension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  diseases 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory 

system 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Gastitis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


All  causes 
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E*  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA, 


1*  Sanitary  Inspections 

of  the  Area* 

The  following  table 

summarises 

the  inspections 

made  during  the  year  for 

all  purposes:- 

No*  of 

Notices 

Served 

inspections 

Formal 

Informal 

Drainage  and  Sewage 

380 

8 

Water  Supply 

9 

1 

Refuse  Collection  and 

Disposal 

105 

1 

Nightsoil  Collection 

4 

Dwelling  Houses-Repairs 

535 

4 

23 

u  11  Demol. 

Housing  Applications  and 

Ove rcrowding 

88 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

22 

1 

Canal  Boats 

- 

Infectious  Disease 

84 

Verminous  Premises 

5 

Other  Insect  Infestations  7 

Rodent  Control 

65 

Keeping  of  Animals 

17 

Other  Nuisances 

99 

2 

Factories 

21 

3 

Workplaces 

2 

Outworkers 

- 

Means  of  Escape 

12 

Petroleum  Storage 

11 

Smoke  Nuisance 

10 

2 

Schools 

3 

Shops  (Shops  Act) 

95 

Miscellaneous 

36 

Abattoir-Meat  Inspection 

kk -4 

n  other  H 

60 

Meat  Shops 

13 

1 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

81 

Dairies 

26 

Cafes,  Restaurants  and 

Canteens 

22 

1 

Other  Food  Handling 

premises 

100 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

7 

2,363 

4 

45 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  4  formal  and  24 
informal  notices  outstanding* 
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2.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal# 


In  spite  of  increased  flows  to  the  Sewage 
Works  the  disposal  of  sewage  is  accomplished  without 
nuisance  and  the  final  effluent  was  examined 
frequently  and  found  to  be  satisfactory*  To  achieve 
this  result  the  functioning  of  the  plant  has  to  be, 
and  is,  carefully  carried  out  by  the  Sewage  Works 
Manager. 

The  replacement  of  part  of  the  top  layer  of 
media  on  one  filter  bed  has  been  beneficial  and  has 
prevented  ponding  on  that  section  of  the  filter. 

The  design  dosing  for  the  beds  was  54  galls/cu.  yd. 
D.W.F. ,  the  quantity  treated  per  cu.  yd.  during 
1951  varied  between  48.34  galls  in  June  to  152.81 
galls  in  November.  The  average  dosing  during  the 
year  for  flows  up  to  3  D.W.F.  was  81.72  gall/cu.yd. 
of  filter  media.  The  total  quantity  of  sewage 
treated  at  the  works  was  149,739,000  galls,  which  is 
an  increase  of  8 ,445*000  galls,  over  last  year* 

The  recorded  foul  and  storm  flows  at  the  pumping 
station  was  150*368,900  gallons  for  the  year. 

The  water  consumption  from  both  public  and 
private  supplies  was  153*416,000  galls,  and  the 
recorded  rainfall  at  the  pumping  station  was  32.66 
inches  (the  gauge  was  out  of  order  for  3  days  in 
April),  there  being  153  rainless  days. 

The  question  of  the  effect  1*  new  development 
on  the  works  and  pumping  plant  is  at  present  being 
investigated  by  your  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  but 
from  the  figures  above  it  would  appear  to  me  that 
the  disposal  works  are  now  approaching  their  limit 
to  treat  sewage  and  produce  a  satisfactory  effluent 
without  difficulty. 


3.  Closet  Acc ommodation  and  Septic  Tanks. 

During  1951  one  septic  tank  was  eliminated  at 
Little  Stoke  leaving  21  pail  closets  and  19  septic 
tanks  in  existence.  Attempts  started  last  year 
to  convert  three  pail  closets  in  the  Lichfield  Road 
area  have  since  been  abandoned  due  to  the  prohibitive 
cost  of  the  work  involved. 
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4»  Water  Supplies# 


The  supply  of  water  by  the  Staffordshire 
Potteries  Water  Board  to  consumers  within  the  Urban 
District  has  continued  to  be  plentiful  and 
whole  some <, 

Routine  samples  are  taken  by  the  Board’s 
chemists  and  copies  of  the  reports  forwarded  to  your 
Authority*  No  adverse  reports  have  been  received 
during  the  twelve  months  under  review* 

New  Supplies* 

During  1951  an  additional  15  new  houses 
were  connected  to  the  mains. 

Section  30 »  Water  Act*  1945* 

The  position  in  regard  to  premises  with 
unsatisfactory  water  supplies  remains  unchanged* 

One  house  in  the  area  has  no  connection  to  the  main 
supply  and  there  are  approximately  36  houses  in 
which  the  position  of  the  supply  is  unsatisfactory* 

Generally  speaking  the  majority  of  these  houses 
are  unfit  for  human  habitation  in  many  other 
respects  and  are  suitable  only  for  demolition*  The 
cost  of  improving  the  water  supply  is  therefore 
prohibitive  in  view  of  the  probable  short  life  of 
this  type  of  property* 

3*  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal* 

The  collection  of  domestic  and  trade  refuse  is 
undertaken  as  a  weekly  service,  by  one  electric 
vehicle  with  a  driver  and  three  collectors*  The 
introduction  of  additional  labour  for  one  to  one  and 
a  half  days  a  week  is  now  found  necessary.  Skeps 
are  used  by  the  collectors,  but  criticism  can  be 
levelled  at  this  method  as  bins  are  emptied  in  the 
vicinity  of  houses. 

Disposal  of  refuse  is  by  controlled  tipping 
at  Stafford  Street.  The  land  recovered  is  to  be 
used  for  playing  fields*  No  complaints  from 
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nuisance  or  vermin  at  the  tip  have  been  registered 
and  tipping  methods  are  satisfactory* 


The  collection  and  sale  of  salvage  has 
continued  during  this  year*  Details  of  the  amount 
salvaged  and  receipts  from  sales  are  shown  in  the 
table  below. 


Waste  paper 
Scrap  Iron 
Rags 
Brass 


Weights 

T.  o*  q* 

84.  18.  0 
9.  8*  2 
4#  l*  3 
3.  3 

98.  10.  0 


Receipts 
£«  s.  d 

1,199.  4.  0 

28*  12*  2 

89.  13.  0 

30.  0*  0 

1,347.  9.  2 


8.  HOUSING* 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses# 

1*  a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 

Inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  87 

b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  above 

purpose  535 

2*  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in 
a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation*  Nil 

3*  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub -heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation#  75 
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HOUSING  (Continued) 

Remedy  of  Defect s. 

Number  of  houses  repaired,  rendered  fit  or 


improved  in  consequence  of  formal 

action.  Nil 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  repaired, 
rendered  fit  or  improved  in  consequence 
of  informal  action*  37 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  or 
improved  in  consequence  of  voluntary 
action  by  owner.  15 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 
consequence  of  formal  action.  Nil 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 
consequence  of  informal  action.  Nil 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 
consequence  of  voluntary  action  by 
owner.  Nil 


The  difficulty  of  persuading  owners  to  carry  out 
repairs  to  property  on  which  comment  was  made  in  the 
last  report,  has  intensified  during  this  year.  It 
would  appear  that  if  the  position  continues  to 
deteriorate,  it  will  be  necessary  to  invoke 
statutory  powers  more  frequently  in  the  future. 

There  are  known  to  be  some  fifty  or  sixty  houses 
in  the  district  which  by  reason  of  sanitary  defects, 
disrepair  and  general  dilapidation  are  suitable  only 
for  demolition.  It  is  hoped  that  within  the  next 
two  years  the  housing  situation  will  be  sufficiently 
eased  to  commence  the  demolition  of  the  property  and 
rehouse  the  affected  families  in  Council  owned 
property. 
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Erection  of  Dwelling  Houses* 


Table  No*  1* 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year:- 

(i)  by  local  authority  6 

(ii)  by  other  local  authorities 

(iii)  by  private  enterprise  4 

(iv;  by  Ministry  of  Supply  - 


10 


In  addition  to  the  above,  one  existing  building 
was  converted  into  five  flats  by  private  enterprise# 

Table  No#  2. 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  on  31st 
December,  1951*  built  under  the  Housing  Acts* 


During  the  years  1919-1940  311 

1947- 1948  lo 

1948- 1949  72 

1949- 1950  56 

1950- 1951  2o 

1951- 1952  6 


475 


Due  to  difficulties  in  obtaining  sites  the 
number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  compares 
most  unfavourably  with  the  number  erected  in  previous 
years,  however,  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
considerable  progress  was  made  in  the  preparation  of 
a  compulsorily  purchased  site  in  the  Lichfield  Road 
area  which,  it  is  estimated,  should  be  capable  of 
accommodating  132  houses,  124  of  which  will  be 
erected  by  your  Authority  leaving  space  available 
for  eight  houses  to  be  erected  by  the  Staffordshire 
County  Council  for  occupation  by  police  and  firemen* 
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It  is  expected  that  72  houses  on  this  site  will  be 
completed  during  1952  in  addition  to  a  further  10 
houses  on  a  site  in  Little  Stoke,  Negotiations  are 
also  in  hand  for  the  purchase  of  adjoining  land  for 
a  further  220  houses* 

With  regard  to  privately  erected  houses,  work  is 
in  progress  on  a  considerable  number  of  houses  which 
should  be  completed  in  1952* 

7*  Movable  Dwellings* 

There  are  no  licensed  camping  sites  in  the 
district.  Two  sites  have  been  used  occasionally 
for  stationing  of  caravans,  and  in  one  case  where  the 
statutory  maximum  of  6o  days  use  within  twelve 
consecutive  months  was  exceeded,  informal  action  was 
taken  and  use  of  the  site  for  this  purpose  was 
subsequently  discontinued. 

8#  Verminous  Premises,  etc# 

With  the  exception  of  three  minor  cases  of  flea 
infestation,  no  serious  verminous  infestations  have 
come  to  light  during  the  year# 

Considerable  work  has  been  carried  out  in 
attempts  to  improve  the  standard  of  cleanliness  in 
several  houses  in  the  district.  Response  has  been 
limited  but  some  improvement  has  been  made  and 
frequent  inspection  in  the  coming  year  will,  I  hope, 
show  favourable  results  without  resorting  to  formal 
action. 

9#  Rodent  Control. 

The  work  of  rodent  control  in  the  district  has 
continued  with  success#  53  private  dwelling  houses 
and  business  premises  have  been  treated  for 
infestation,  and  the  routine  treatment  of  sewers  and 
the  tip  has  been  continued  in  co-operation  with  the 
Divisional  Rodent  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries# 
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10#  Factories #  Etc# 


46 

54 


Number  on  Register 

Inspections  made  of  factories  for 
all  purposes 

Systematic  inspection  of  factories  continued 
during  the  year  but  no  serious  contraventions  of  the 
Factories  Act  were  revealed# 

Two  notices  outstanding  from  the  previous  year 
have  now  been  complied  with  and  of  three  informal 
notices  served  this  year  under  the  Sanitary 
Accommodation  Regulations,  work  on  one  has  been 
completed  and  work  is  in  progress  on  the  two 
outstanding# 

11#  Smoke  Abatement# 

Despite  considerable  improvement  in  industrial 
boiler  plant  in  the  area,  smoke  emission  from 
factories  continues  to  be  a  troublesome  problem# 

The  main  contributory  factors  to  black  smoke 
emission  in  the  area  appears  to  be:- 

a)  Fuel  of  unsuitable  and  inconsistent  quality 

and  grading# 

b)  The  employment  of  stokers  who  have  not  got 

a  sound  knowledge  of  efficient  stoking# 

With  regard  to  the  domestic  smoke  emission, 
there  are,  of  course,  no  statutory  powers  for  its 
control,  but  where  new  houses  are  erected  or 
existing  houses  improved  every  attempt  is  made  to 
ensure  that  grates  fitted  are  of  an  approved  type.* 

12#  Shops  Act# 

Mr#  W#  Tams,  the  Shops  Act  Inspector,  made  95 
visits  to  traders  during  the  period# 

12  cases  were  noted  in  which  the  trader  was  not 
displaying  the  requisite  notices  under  the  above  Act 
but  in  all  cases  the  defaults  were  remedied  without 
formal  action# 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Pood# 


Inspection  of  Meat# 

The  slaughter  of  animals  at  the  Ministry  of 
Pood  Abattoir  for  the  supply  of  meat  within  the 
Stone  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  continued  throughout 
the  year.  Also,  during  the  Autumn  quite  a  number 
of  animals  were  slaughtered  for  consumption  in  other 
districts# 

Routine  inspection  of  all  carcases  and  offals  is 
carried  out  on  the  morning  following  slaughter 
because  of  the  difficulties  experienced  ip  inspection 
during  slaughter  in  the  limited  space  of  this 
abattoir#  During  the  early  part  of  the  year 
negotiations  we re  continued  to  provide  a  hanging  hall 
for  the  dressed  carcases  but  negotiations  eventually 
broke  down  in  the  middle  of  the  year  and  no 
improvement  has  since  been  made# 

The  problem  is  rapidly  becoming  more  acute 
because  of  the  increasing  number  of  animals 
slaughtered,  as  shown  in  the  table  below;- 


Number  of  Animals  Slaughtered# 


Cattle 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

1948 

789 

546 

72 

2X64 

1949 

813 

513 

139 

3010 

1950 

1068 

571 

44 

3138 

1951 

1329 

431 

315 

3030 

21 


Details  of  carcases  inspected  are  shown  in  the 
following  table :- 

Cattle  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 

&  ' 

Lambs 


Number  Killed 

Number  inspected 

1329 

1329 

431 

431 

3030 

3030 

315 

313 

All  diseases  except 

T  ub  e  r  c  ul  o  s  i  s* 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

24 

17 

10 

Animals  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  v/as  condemned 

506 

2 

269 

27 

Percentage  of  number 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis. 

38.37 

6.03 

9*44 

11.75 

Tuberculosis  Only* 

Whole  carcases 

25 

2 

Animals  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. 

306 

- 

- 

15 

Percentage  of  number 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

24.91 

- 

- 

5.4o 

Included  in  the  above,  25  cases  of 
Qyst icercus  bovis  in  cattle  were  detected  and  after 
condemnation  of  the  offals  the  carcases  were 
despatched  to  Stoke-on-Trent  for  freezing  treatment* 

Total  weight  of  meat 

condemned  8  tons  5  cwts  74  lbs. 

Total  weight  of  offal 
condemned  8  n  17  n  15  u 

Diseases  of  Animals  Act., 

Swine  Fever  Order,  1938  -  During  the  year  one 
case  of  suspected  swine  fever  in  the  abattoir  was 
notified  but  was  not  confirmed* 
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14»  Ice  Cream# 


Number  of  premises  registered  for  sale 
of  ice  cream  at  31st  December,  1951*  14- 

Number  of  new  registrations  during  the 
year.  Nil 


All  ice  cream  sold  in  the  district  is 
completely  heat  treated  and  pre-packed.  Samples 
have  been  taken  regularly  throughout  the  year  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination;  the 
results  are  as  follows 


Provisional  Grade  1 
H  U  2 


tf 

u 


"  3 
"  4 


22  samples 

21  « 

4  " 

8  •» 


All  the  Grade  4  samples  were  returned  by  one 
manufacturer  in  the  Stoke-on-Trent  area  but  working 
in  co-operation  with  the  health  authority  in  this 
district,  results  from  this  particular  cream  were 
improved  towards  the  end  of  the  period# 


13 »  Milk# 

With  the  introduction  of  the  new  milk  legislation 
in  1949#  most  of  the  work  in  connection  with  milk  is 
no  longer  the  responsibility  of  this  authority# 

Samples  of  milk  from  this  district  are 
regularly  submitted  to  the  laboratory  by  the  county 
authority  and  copies  of  the  reports  sent  to  my 
Department# 


On  the  whole,  samples  have  returned  favourable 
reports,  while  no  cases  of  infection  of  milk  with 
tubercle  bacillus  have  been  reported# 


An  Order  issued  last  year  requiring  the 
pasteurisation  of  milk  affected  with  tuberculosis 
was  withdrawn  in  February  of  this  year  on 
receiving  notification  that  the  milk  was  no  longer 
infected# 
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i5e_  Milk  (Continued)# 


In  the  event  of  bad  reports  on  samples  being 
received*  I  have  adopted  the  policy  of  talcing  and 
submitting  for  examination  further  samples  from  the 
retailer  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  milk  in 
question  does  not  remain  consistently  unsatisfactory# 

16#  Inspection  of  Other  Foods  and  Food  Handling 

Premises# 

With  the  introduction  of  the  Pood  Handling 
Byelaws  considerable  improvements  have  been  made 
in  many  of  the  food  shops*  particularly  in 
relation  to  the  protection  of  displayed  foodstuffs# 

A  great  deal  of  work  still  remains  before  it  can  be 
said  that  all  food  premises  in  the  district  eomply 
in  all  respects  with  the  provisions  of  the  Pood  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938  and  the  Pood  Handling  Byelaws# 

One  new  cafe  has  been  opened  in  the  district 
and  steps  were  taken  to  ensure  that  these  premises 
were  satisfactory  in  all  respects  before  the  sale 
of  food  commenced# 

Condemnation  of  Other  Pood. 


Total  weight  of  food  condemned 

(other  than  meat)  1133  lbs  15  ozs. 

Voluntary  surrender  was  accepted  in  all  cases# 
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